SUMMARY In this paper we report on the incidence of multiple births in a rural community of India in the period 1966-75. The incidence is an improvement on estimates reported earlier by various authors and the information would be useful for studying secular trends.
A multiple birth is a birth of two or more babies in one parturition. Several investigators have in the past reported on the incidence of multiple births in various urban Indian communities (Park, 1966; Bulmer, 1970; Dutta, 1972; Bhalla et al., 1977; Shrivastav et al., 1977) . These reports were based on births occurring in public maternity hospitals and maternity centres. In Indian communities domiciliary confinements are common and routine birth registrations are incomplete and unreliable. To obtain true information on births, therefore, special techniques need to be adopted, like strengthening the routine reporting machinery and closely supervising and periodically correcting birth registers by community inquiry. The reports in this paper are based on information collected in 1966-75, using (1970) reported that the MZ twinning rate was constant for all communities, lying between 3-5 and 4-0, although this cannot be a rule. The MZ rate reported in this study is 4*7 (Table 3) , showing a 306 variation of 17% above the maximum figure quoted by Bulmer. This MZ twinning rate of 4*7 and the DZ twinning rate of 4*3 also reported in this study are improvements on the available estimates of 3-7 and 7-4 respectively for Indian communities reported by Bhalla et al., (1977) and others. 
